
EDITOR’S NOTE 

When you least expect it, you fall in love. When 
you fall in love, you stay. A relationship with 
Uzbekistan usually starts unexpectedly. Either 

with your first stroll around Tashkent or Samarkand, 
your first spoon of pilaf, your first sip of green tea, or the 
generous touch of the sun on your skin... 

This magazine will demonstrate, in each issue, all the 
reasons to visit Uzbekistan and even more. To find a reason 
to visit the country more often and perhaps, to stay. For 
example, by finding a business opportunity or a chance for 
art exchange or maybe just a gastronomic journey to each 
and every region. 

The legends of the Emir, impressions of lucky travellers, 
innovations of young entrepreneurs, events to look forward 
to, experiences you’ve never tried before – you will find this 
and more as you journey through our pages.

 Welcome to Uzbekistan, where all you need to do and just 
follow your heart.

Dinara Dultaeva 
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INNOVATIONS:  
A New Reality

The digital market of Uzbekistan has 
taken a new step forward. It is now 
possible to see what tomorrow has in 
store! Please, “Welcome to the Future!”
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10 REASONS TO INVEST IN TOURISM 
IN UZBEKISTAN

COOPERATION:  
Celebrating Partnership 
in Arts 

 18
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TREASURE HUNT:  
Uzbek Suzane

You can see it in the interiors of the 
most luxurious apartments, on fashion 
runways in Paris and even in the 
Museums of London. However, finding 
the perfect suzane in Uzbekistan can 
take you on a genuine quest.

CAPITAL CITY:  
Tashkent Underground

The first underground in Central Asia is 
a separate attraction altogether. Each 
station is a work of art. Take a tour to 
see the unique architectural design. Our 
map will help you.

HERITAGE:  
All we need is Pilaf

One of the most famous dishes of the 
Uzbek national cuisine is now on the 
UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. Do you feel it? 
PILAF is in the air!

MUST SEE, MUST DO:  
Mind-blowing experiences in 
Tashkent

The chances are you’ve come to 
Uzbekistan in search of a walk across 
its historical monuments or in the 
hunt for a taste of its national cuisine. 
But what if we tell you that there’s more 
in Uzbekistan than guided promenades 
and jaw-dropping degustation? 
Here’s a short list of things you should 
definitely try while you are in Tashkent.

369

34

43
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AZIZ ABDUKHAKIMOV: 
“Tourism indusTry 

can Turn inTo one of

The mosT profiTable

secTors in The

counTry’s economy” 
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investments

10 REASONS 
TO INVEST IN TOURISM 

IN UZBEKISTAN

The tourism industry of Uzbekistan has a significant potential as the liberalization of the 
country’s economy attracts more and more international investors. In 2018 the tourist 

flow to Uzbekistan increased twice compared to 2017. Travelers vote high for Uzbekistan in 
opinion polls and ratings of National Geographic, Lonely Planet, AirBnB and sources. Being 
at the beginning of new economic endowments is perhaps the best thing that can happen to 
investments. Our editorial team has prepared a checklist, why it is worth investing in the 

tourism industry of Uzbekistan right now.

1. GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Government shows a great interest 
in the development of tourism 
infrastructure, providing assistance 
in simplification of processes and 
encouraging in the segment. The 
State Committee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for Tourism Development 
presented the Concept for the 
development of tourism in the country 
until 2025, where the priority is: the 
development of tourism and related 
infrastructure, the formation of an 
accessible and comfortable tourist 
environment; implementation 
and strengthening of the social 
role of external and domestic 
tourism; improving the quality and 
competitiveness of the tourist product 
of Uzbekistan in the domestic and 
global markets.

4 VISIT UZBEKISTAN4
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4. NEW TOURIST ZONES

Free tourism zones are created in Uzbekistan, providing 
attractive conditions for the construction and operation 
of the Hotel and cultural and recreational complexes, 
shopping and entertainment centers, and other 
facilities. Among them are Chimgan-Charvak resort area 
in the Tashkent region, Tashkent City and Samarkand 
City projects, ancient Bukhara and others.

2. LIBERALIZATION OF ECONOMY

Over the past two years, in the various world 
rankings, including the World Bank Doing Business, 
a huge dynamics of changes in the economy of 
Uzbekistan is visible. In the Ease of Doing Business 
index - in 2018 Uzbekistan is on the 11th line. 
Simplification of procedures in the field of the 
hotel business and tourism services continue, 
including the abolition of certain types of licensing, 
the transfer of the regulatory function of local 
authorities to the practice of public control. Cross-
border trade and relations between the countries 
of Central Asia are developing, which lead to an 
increase in the flow of regional tourists, as well as 
new opportunities for combined tours and services.

5. TOURIST KLONDIKE

Uzbekistan has a huge tourism potential: food 
tourism; mountain and eco-tourism; tourism 
on the cultural and historical heritage of the 
country; alpine skiing tourism; pilgrimage 
tourism in holy places. Currently, demand 
exceeds supply in all areas of tourism in 
Uzbekistan: from infrastructure to tour 
operators, guides and quality service. The 
small presence of well-known international 
hotel brands and a high demand for 
affordable hostels and guest houses open 
many opportunities for investment. The low 
level of competition is evident in the field of 
smart tourism solutions, the implementation 
of IT at cultural heritage sites, the 
development of audio guides for museums, 
convenient smart-navigation around the 
cities, online services for booking, etc.

3. TAX INCENTIVES

Companies that take part in the construction and modernization of 
hotels are exempt from taxes for a period of 5 years. For companies 
that build thematic and ethno-parks these tax incentives are given 
for 3 years. Foreign specialists working in local hotels are exempt 
from income tax. Import of specialized equipment and components 
for the hospitality industry is exempted from customs fee for 5 years. 
Customs exemptions for the importation of specialized equipment 
and components for the hospitality industry are valid for 5 years. 
Entrepreneurs are provided unused land in perspective areas for 
the development of tourism, with the right of exemption from 
land tax. Long-term loans (up to 15 years) with minimal interest 
and flexible conditions are allocated for the construction and 
modernization of tourist infrastructure facilities.
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7. INTELLECTUAL POTENTIAL

Uzbekistan is convenient for many business areas, 
thanks to the relatively affordable cost of local 
specialists. At the same time, the level of education, 
language skills and talent of the younger generation is 
reasonably high. More than 500 000 graduates enter 
the labor market annually, including graduates from 
international universities and colleges in the tourism 
and services sectors. In 2018 International Tourism 
University “Silk Road” launched in Samarkand. This 
university will prepare professionals and researchers in 
the field of international tourism.

10. HOSPITALITY

Finally, a pleasant bonus 
of being in the country and 
doing business here is the 
sincere and hospitable people. 
As a rule, all guests note 
the sincerity, openness and 
friendliness of Uzbek people. 
Rich heritage, colourful 
traditions and deep respect 
for the guests - this will 
make you want to return to 
Uzbekistan more often.

9. SAFETY 

Uzbekistan is known as 
a stable and religiously 
tolerant country. For 
several years in a row, 
Uzbekistan has taken 
the leading place in the 
ranking of the safest 
countries. There is a 
tourist police in all cities, 
providing comfortable 
and safe stay of tourists, 
and even information 
support to some extent.

8. FESTIVALS

More and more international 
cultural, musical, thematic 
and sporting events are 
taking place in Uzbekistan. 
Festivals and national 
holidays are celebrated 
throughout the country 
almost all year round. 
Especially, in the high tourist 
season, in spring and autumn, 
vivid festivals and bright 
events held in several regions 
of the country at once. 
International music festivals 
such as “Sharq Taronalari” in 
Samarkand, “Adras Festival” 
in Margilan, “Boysun Bahori” 
in Surkhandarya and many 
others are actively being 
attended by thousands of 
foreign tourists. 

investments

6. VISAS

The visa-free regime is available for 65 countries, including 
citizens of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Germany, Georgia, 
Israel, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Moldova, the 
Republic of Korea, Russia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Singapore, 
Turkey, France and Japan which contributes to the greater 
interest towards Uzbekistan and an increase of the tourist 
flow. Special online services as E-Visa and E-Mehmon to 
simplify the registration and visa procedures. E-Visa system 
allows to obtain a visa  within three days and provides a 
convenient transit regime for tourists up to 5 days, which 
does not require a visa when transferring through Uzbekistan.
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7note 

Useful phrases 
for guests of Uzbekistan

Hello 
Good morning

Good afternoon
Good evening

Have a nice trip  
All right / OK.

Goodbye         
How are you?

May I have your name? 
It’s nice to meet you        
Just a minute please       

Thank you / Thanks  
Please                         

Welcome                    
May I take a look at it?

Wow! Why it’s so expensive?
Make it cheaper!    

Ok                              
See you later             

I’ll come back later 
What time is it?

 How do I get there?
How far is it? 

How much is it? 
What is it?

Sorry 
Exit / Entrance 

Toilet
Can you help me?

My number is

Assalomu Alaykum 
Khayrli tong
Khayrli kun 
Khayrli oqshom 
Oq yo’l
Yakhshi 
Khayr 
Yakhshimisiz?
Ismingiz nima?
Tanishganimdan khursandman 
Bir daqiqa
Rakhmat 
Markhamat / Iltimos 
 Khush kelibsiz.
Ko’rsam maylimi?
Voy, nega buncha qimmat?
Arzonroq qilib bering!
Kelishdik 
Ko’rishguncha 
Keyinroq kelaman 
Soat nechi bo’ldi?
U yerga qanday boraman?
Qancha uzoq?
Nech pul?
Bu nima?
Kechirasiz 
Chiqish / Kirish
Xojatxona 
Yordam bera olasizmi?
Mening raqamim…



The Uzbek response  
to Jamie Oliver 

The British writer, Eleanor Ford, in 
her article for “Olive” magazine 

“Pit-stop with Olive: the best places 
to eat in Uzbekistan”, named famous 
Uzbek chef and restaurant owner 
Bahriddin Chustiy as the “Uzbek Jamie 
Oliver”. The founder of the chain of 
restaurants, such as: Oshxona.uz, 
Chustiy’s Cuisine, Tez Food and Sal-
Sal, Mr. Chustiy impressed Eleanor 
with his own, authentic culinary style 
and ability to “bring traditional Uzbek 
dishes up-to-date”.

The University of Leicester in 
Uzbekistan 

The University of World Economy and 
Diplomacy (UWED) and the University of 
Leicester have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding, which will serve as 
a basis for the establishment of the 
Leicester School of International Studies. 
The school aims to provide academic 
programs in international relations, 
finance, commercial law, economics, 
and diplomacy for both graduate and 
undergraduate students. Moreover, the 
school will participate in the retraining 
of academic staff and research analysts. 

Most Rapidly  
Developing 

According to the World Economic 
Forum, Uzbekistan is considered as 
one of the most rapidly developing 
economies in the world. To be more 
precise, the Republic of Uzbekistan was 
ranked in second place, with its GDP 
growth forecast projecting 7.6 percent, 
only 0.7 less than Ethiopia, the current 
leader in expected economic growth.  

Alexander the  
Great expedition 

The international expedition “Along 
the Roads of Alexander the Great” 
will follow the path of the conqueror, 
which spans across the territory 
of modern Uzbekistan. Sogdiana, 
northern Bactria and many other 
settlements that came under the 
control of the great commander is 
just a few places that scientists will 
visit. The agenda of the trip also 
includes a forum about Alexander the 
Great and his legacy. 
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PILAF
ALL WE NEED IS 

Heritage

The ceremony of certifying the inclusion of pilaf 
in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity took place in 

Tashkent on February 3rd 2017. The Association of Cooks 
of Uzbekistan declared pilaf as the curator of traditions of 
national pride.

That same day, the Head of the UNESCO Office in 
Uzbekistan, Ms. Krista Pikkat, awarded other nominees; 
particularly, to the Ministry of Culture and Sports 
on the inclusion of the national holiday Navruz in the 
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity, and to the State Committee for 
Nature Protection on the inclusion the Transnational 
serial nomination «Western Tien Shan» (Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan) in the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

The decision to include pilaf  in the List was made on 
December 1st 2016, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. That time, 
the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage considered 37 more 
applications and approved only 12 of them. In total, there 
are 336 positions in the List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (traditions, holidays, folk art, dishes, etc.)

Many countries annually file applications to include 
different positions into the List. However, the real chance 
is given only to those that carry historical recognition and 
real significance to humanity.

The national dish - pilaf has gained recognition and 
become famous not only in Uzbekistan, but in Central 
Asia, in countries of the Middle East, and all around the 
world.

9



Aziz Abdukhakimov: 
“Tourism industry can turn into one of the most profitable 

sectors in the country’s economy” 

INTERVIEW 10 VISIT UZBEKISTAN



Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan  
focuses on the investment

 opportunities of Uzbekistan and 
shares his plans for the development 

of tourism sector. 

Despite the fact that the most 
popular destination among foreign 

citizens is still historical and 
educational tourism, in recent years 
more and more foreign tourists are 

interested in religious tourism

What is the current dynamics of demand for tourist 
services? Which areas are the most / least popular among 
tourists today?

“Today we can observe an increased demand for travel 
trends of Uzbekistan worldwide. This situation, first of 
all, is due to the state policy of openness, conducted by 
the President of the country Shavkat Mirziyoyev and the 
government. In 2018, more than 5 million foreign guests 
visited Uzbekistan, including mostly the Central Asian 
countries and the CIS, and most of them from neighbor-
ing Turkic states - Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Turkmenistan. By 2020, we are planning to bring this 
figure to 6  million people.

Despite the fact that the most popular destination among 
foreign citizens is still historical and educational tourism, in 
recent years more and more foreign tourists are interested 
in religious tourism (ziyorat-tourism or pilgrimage tourism). 
Pilgrimage tourism can become in the short term one of 
the most popular trends, both for domestic and incoming 
tourism. This is not surprising, because Uzbekistan remains 
the historical center of the heritage of four world religions: 
Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Buddhism. If we talk about 
this trend in detail, then here we mean not only a pilgrimage 
to Islamic monuments and shrines, but also a visit with 
the purpose of worshiping the ancestors. For example, 
the people of Israel still come to Bukhara, Samarkand, 
Shakhrisabz to their historical roots. Tourists from South 
Korea, Japan come to visit historical monuments of Buddhist 
culture, preserved in Surkhandarya region and the Ferghana 
Valley.

But we have a lot of work to create comfortable conditions 
for tourists in airports, railway and bus stations, hotels. 
This intends the creation of bathing points (takhorat-
khona), prayer rooms in places of pilgrimage. A network of 
hotels should be created in the country, taking into account 
religious traditions and customs, with the designation of 
them as ‘ziyorat-hotels.’ For catering points, it is envisaged 
to introduce a voluntary system of certification of tourism 
industry objects according to the standards of ‘halal’, ‘kosher’ 
with the assignment of the corresponding mark.

In addition to the two main types in tourism, we can also 
highlight ethno-tourism, eco-tourism, gastronomic and 
extreme tourism, agro-tourism and health-improving 
tourism.”

What are the problems and prospects for tourism in 
Uzbekistan today?

“It should be noted that we need to solve several tasks at once 
as soon as possible.

First, the tourist infrastructure requires further 
modernization. To date, we are experiencing the need for a 
sharp increase in the number of accommodation facilities for 
foreign guests (such as hotel complexes and boarding houses, 
hostels and guesthouses), catering (restaurants, cafes, 
canteens, and bars), transport facilities and logistics centers.

Secondly, it is necessary to carry out further work to improve 
the level of service, in connection with which many facilities 
are interested in attracting foreign specialists.

Thirdly, it is necessary to develop human resources. Today 
we see an insufficient number of professionally-trained 
guide-translators and travel agents in the country, and we 
are doing our best to significantly improve this situation.

At the moment, the State Commitee of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for tourism development is preparing a proposal 
to stimulate the construction of new hotels. Within the 
framework of targeted state support, entrepreneurs have 
already been allocated land plots for building, additional 
tax privileges and preferences are granted, practical and 
consulting assistance is provided in obtaining the necessary 
documentation for the construction of engineering and 
utility networks.
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INTERVIEW 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to invite investors, 
those who are interested in the construction of hotels and 
the creation of transport companies that provide services 
for transport logistics and the creation of theme parks. 
We are ready to work on the principle of one-stop shop for 
all potential investors to maximize the implementation of 
investment projects in the tourism industry.”

On your objective view, what real changes have happened 
in the industry since the signing in February 2018 of a new 
Presidential Decree “On additional measures to create 
favorable conditions for the development of tourism 
potential of the Republic of Uzbekistan?” How does the visa-
free regime help to increase the tourist flow from countries, 
including Israel, Indonesia, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Turkey and Japan?

“The adopted documents made it possible to significantly 
simplify many administrative procedures and eliminate the 
costs of translations of documents, visa fees, postal services 
for tourists who plan to stay in the country for no more than 
30 days. We continue to work to ensure foreign citizens can 
fully enjoy their stay in Uzbekistan and in this connection 
was taken additional measures related to the introduction of 
‘electronic’ visas and simplifying the registration system for 
the stay of foreign citizens on the territory of the country.”

12 VISIT UZBEKISTAN



You initiate many innovations and reforms in the field of 
tourism. Tell me where do you get your ideas and inspiration 
from? Are you getting something from foreign experience? 
If yes, which country is of greatest interest to you?

“All positive changes in the industry are due to the support 
of the President and the government, as well as a large 
number of specialists involved in the tourism industry - 
representatives of the tourism industry and foreign advisers, 
and many of them, let’s call them ‘tourism fans’, who support 
us with their practical advice and recommendations.

It seems to me that already all representatives of state 
agencies, clergy, travel agencies and the hotel sector 
understand the importance and responsibility for the 
development of the tourism industry and are oriented 
towards a quality result. The tourism industry can turn into 
one of the most profitable sectors in the country’s economy, 
which will directly influence the growth of GDP, the level of 
incomes and employment of the country’s population.

We try to get the most productive experience and knowledge 
from representatives of different countries and use them in 
reforming the national tourism industry.”

What measures are taken by the government with regard to 
the development of the tourist infrastructure?

“Tourism development programs, approved by the 
government”, cover all areas: from security to infrastructure 
issues. These programs include several sections. The first 
section deals with organizational issues, the second - the 
development of infrastructure, the third - the promotion 
of the tourism potential of the country through various 
activities, as well as working with the media, both local and 
foreign.

I would also like to mention one privilege: the creation 
and construction of theme parks is a modern trend that 
encompasses more and more new countries that are 
concerned with the development of tourism. This is because 
for modern tourists it is not enough to familiarize with 
architectural monuments, he/she wants more: he dreams of 
plunging into a unique world, he/she is waiting for a show, 
spectacles that would help him/her understand and get to 
know the country more closely.

Uzbekistan, too, possesses many themes for creating unique 
interesting theme parks. For example, next to Samarkand, 
it is possible to recreate the military camp of Amir Temur. 
The Code of Amir Temur, the manuscript preserved to these 
days, can serve as the documentary basis in its work. Key 
moments of this Code can be recreated in the park with 
the help of amusement rides, a costume theatrical show. At 
the same time, guests should be given the opportunity to 
become participants in the events themselves. Here we can 
open a lot of workshops as if they working for the army of 
Amir Temur, but at the same time they produce souvenirs 
that would be sold to tourists.

I would like to separately mention the security moment for 
foreign guests of the country. Safe tourism departments have 
already been established in Tashkent, Bukhara, Samarkand, 
Surkhandarya and Khorezm regions. Young people with 
fluent foreign languages have been employed. In addition, 
situational centers will function in these regions, which will 
monitor the state of tourism security, inform tourists of 
potential threats in real time, and promote the protection of 
their rights and legitimate interests. Uzbekistan is one of the 
safest countries in the world, and we support and develop 
the image of a secure country.” 
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THE NEW 

Reality

The new projects by Uzbek developers provide an opportunity 
to virtually travel across the country with full immersion. 
This has been made possible thanks to panoramic photos and 
360-degree videos, as well as augmented reality projects.

Within the framework of the project ‘Energy for Prosperity: 
25 years of Oil and Gas industry of Uzbekistan’ of the 
National Holding Company ‘Uzbekneftegaz’, the application 
‘Uzbekneftegaz 360’ was launched.

The application was an innovation not only for Uzbekistan, 
but also for the whole region. In the application, it is possible 
to access more than 100 panoramic videos and photo files 
across the country. In addition to manufacturing and oil 

The digital market of Uzbekistan has taken 
a new step forward. A ‘Virtual view’ on the 
modern Uzbekistan is now available to the 

audience of the world’s mobile users.
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production reviews, users can familiarise themselves with 
social infrastructure, urban panoramas, social, cultural and 
sports facilities.

The materials are made with the use of the latest photo 
and video cameras, designed for 360-degree viewing, thus 
strengthening the ‘presence effect’. Files can be viewed both 
in normal mode on smartphones and tablets, and in the ‘dive’ 
mode using the Virtual Reality glasses (VR). The cross-platform 
application is available in the AppStore, PlayMarket, by a 
special QR-code and on the site of Uzbekneftegaz www. ung.uz.

Recently NHC ‘Uzbekneftegaz’ launched a new VR project 
‘Welcome to the Future’, it provides an opportunity to ‘plunge’ 
into tomorrow, ‘visiting’ three new facilities of the Company, 
which are under construction. This project allows users 
to ‘walk’ through the territory of the future plant OLTIN 
YO’L GTL, the Kandym gas processing complex and the 
multifunctional Ice Palace.

By using this project, it is possible to see what OLTIN YO’L 
GTL will represent, to walk through its building and look 
inside one of the largest gas-into-synthetic fuel reprocessing 
plants. Upon completion of the plant’s construction in 
2020, Uzbekistan will become the first country in the CIS to 
produce synthetic fuel and chemicals based on advanced 
technologies, and the third country in the entire world to 
undertake such a project. 

Users will also be transported to the territory of the project 
‘Kandym-Khauzak-Shady’, carried out jointly with the 
Russian company ‘LUKOIL’. Viewers will see the railway and 
the future terminals for shipping commodities. 

The journey will finish in the Ice Palace, which will be 
completed in 2019. From a bird’s-eye view, one can discover 
that the whole building represents the shape of a humo bird, 
the Uzbek symbol of love, happiness, and freedom. Users can 
also walk along corridors, visit the transformer arena, ‘skate’ 
on the rink, visit the children’s park and the sports museum, 
as well as recreational and other areas of the Palace.
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FROM ABOVE

Do you think that having visited Tashkent or even having 
lived here for a long time means you have already discovered 

its entire beauty? One can see Tashkent from a completely 
different view on Double Deckers- two-storey buses, which 
provide a great opportunity to see the contrast between the 
modern and the old Tashkent, and to feel the soul of the city.

TASHKENT

Mukaddas Murodova
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In 2015, the modern two-storey bus, known around the world
as the ‘Double Decker’, took to the roads of Tashkent for the 

first time. At that time, it was a novelty not only for Uzbekistan, 
but also for the whole Central Asia. Now in its third year, the 
already beloved red buses continue to demonstrate to tourists 
and citizens the famous sights of the capital.

By escaping from the daily hustle and bustle, it is possible to 
discover a completely different Tashkent. Over the course 
of a day, you can experience the entire range of colours, 
impressions and moods of the capital. This city is a genuine 
megalopolis, bursting with activity around the clock.

People are always hurrying there, rushing somewhere… But at 
the same time, Tashkent prefers from time to time to be silent, 
allowing the majesty of its history to speak for itself. The two 
different but equally beautiful Tashkents – that is what the tour 
aims to show.

During the Tashkent City tour you have the opportunity to 
see the most remarkable and popular places in the capital. 
Each route begins at the same location – Amir Temur Square. 
Some other places that are included in the tour are: the 
memorial complex ‘Shokhidlar Hotirasi’, the brand-new 
mosque ‘Minor’, the monument of Courage, ‘Hast-Imam’ 
square, ‘Chor Su’ bazaar, madrasah Kukeldash, Istiklol 
palace, the building of Parliament, madrasah ‘Abul Kasym of 
Sheikh’, and Independence Square ‘Mustakillik Maydoni’.

If you decide to get a new perspective on Tashkent with 
‘AZNUR TRAVEL’, you will be pleased to know that tickets are 
valid for the whole day! The ticket price for adults is 75 000 
UZS; for pensioners and children from 7 to 12 years old – 50 
000 UZS; tickets for children up to 7 years accompanied by 
adults are free of charge. 
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IN ARTS

CELEBRATING 
PARTNERSHIP

As part of the British Council’s 20th Anniversary in 
Uzbekistan, we organised NEW PAST – an exhibition 
which celebrated contemporary UK art. Bringing 

together the work of 19 artists from the British Council 
Collection, the exhibition explored generational conformity 
and discord in art emerging from the UK in the last 20 years. 
This was the first ever exhibition of contemporary art from 
the UK in Uzbekistan and was co-curated by curators from 
the National Art Gallery of Uzbekistan in Tashkent and the 
British Council’s Visual Arts team. The collaboration on this 
exhibition strengthened British Council partnership with the 
Ministries and National Arts Academy.

The exhibition included pieces by the Young British Artists, 
comprised of Damien Hirst, Jake and Dinos Chapman, Gavin 
Turk and Sarah Lucas. They began to represent their works 
collectively in 1988 and dominated the UK art scene during 
the 1990s. They became known for their openness to materials 
and forms, as well as their entrepreneurial attitude.

The exhibition also featured works by several winners and 
nominees of the Turner Prize, Britain’s leading visual arts 
prize. Among these artists were Rachel Whiteread, Martin 
Creed, Martin Boyce, Cornelia Parker and George Shaw.

The fast pace of British artistic development in the last 20 
years, alongside changes in other areas of contemporary life, 
has meant that some of these pieces are already considered 
iconic.

Mark Crossey, the Director of the British Council of 
Uzbekistan said: “Both the UK and Uzbekistan have a fantastic 
wealth of talent in the visual arts and this is why we decided 
last year – with our Henry Moore Printmaker exhibition - to 
reignite our Visual Arts programme here, indeed the response 
has been fantastic, with 11, 000 visitors attending it! And 
this is why we are continuing with our 20th anniversary 
exhibition opening next week, which features works of top 
UK artists selected and curated by a talented Uzbek curator, 
Gayane Umerova. I’m very excited about this event as well as 
the training programmes which British Council always does 
together with our exhibitions.”

British Council Uzbekistan
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The British Council Trustee, Alan Shannon, visited Uzbekistan 
to join the celebrations around the opening of this project, 
as well as to discuss partnerships in Arts, Education and 
English with key contacts and partners in the Government of 
Uzbekistan.

New Past became one of the key arts initiatives in 2016 to 
mark the 20th anniversary. The exhibition aimed to:

• create new opportunities for art professionals and 
organisations in Uzbekistan and the UK to work 
internationally;

• introduce Uzbek audiences to the best of UK creativity;

• inspire creative people to collaborate and experiment with 
new ideas;

• share knowledge and experience with the Uzbek arts sector 
to inspire innovation and audience engagement;

• strengthen research partnerships and international 
collaboration.

 In September 2016, one of the UK’s most prominent artists 
and trainers offered a series of master-classes for a team of 
20 young Uzbek artists as part of the art programme. This 
collaborative work led to a joint collection of modern prints 
inspired by contemporary art and was also put on exhibition 
at the Art Gallery of Uzbekistan.

In December 2016, based on collaborative research and needs 
analyses, as well as best international and national practice, 
a joint team of UK and Uzbekistan experts developed a new 
programme and ran a national training session for museum 
directors and senior curators on how to organise top class 
exhibitions. A Facilitated Panel Discussion discussed key 
national and international trends in visual art and defined key 
areas for collaboration with the UK.

 Another inspirational part of the programme was the creative 
classes for children with special needs from youth studios and 
the performance by the LIK Motion Theatre, where the actors 
with disabilities made a performance of their reflection on the 
Exhibition.
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OuT Of 
EdEN...

Recently, the natural and architectural wonders of 
Uzbekistan were in the spotlight of international media. 

The deepest cave in the world in Baisun-Tau, the Louvre in 
the Desert, and the Tomb of the Saint, have come into view 

of journalists and their exclusive reports.

The National Geographic magazine: 
Media highlight is an expedition in the 
mountains of Uzbekistan.

The March issue of the National 
Geographic magazine prepared an 
interesting article about an expedition 
to the Dark Star, a cave in Baisun-Tau 
in Uzbekistan. Mark Synnott, a National 
Geographic writer, together with 31 
members of a Russian crew, explore 
the cave and hope to find the bottom of 
the underground Everest. The entrance 
to the cave was discovered only in 1984 
by a Russian expedition team. Now, 
the cave is claimed to be the deepest 
in the world with nearly 11 miles of 
passageways discovered by experts. Up 
to now, regardless of the other eight 
expeditions, it still harbours many 
secrets, with the known deepest point 
being 3,000 feet below the surface. 

Also, the team journeyed by car through 
Uzbekistan for part VI of the project 

“Out of Eden Walk”, starting from Khiva. 
By following them on Instagram, you 
can track the route with National 
Geographic Fellow and Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist Paul Salopek, who 
is walking across the globe in the 

footsteps of his ancestors. The photos 
in social media show “behind the 
scenes” moments of different traditions, 
attractions and culture for the project. 

What will you see in the coming 
report? For example, there is a 
wedding ceremony in Khiva with large 
bass karnay horns and traditional 
Khorezmian music, or a baby sleeping 
in a traditional Uzbek nomad cradle 
named a “beshik”. On their journey, the 
team learned different ways of cooking 
the traditional rice dish – pilaf (pilaf or 
osh in Uzbek) because in each region 
and city the process has its peculiarities. 
The Uzbek people have also shown a 
wide variety of shapes, ornaments and 
sizes, regarding local bread. 

People and faces, cuisine and museums 
of art, traditions and historical 
monuments, suzane and silk paper – all 
of this is just a small part of the report 
which shows our unique country from 
different sides and points of view.

You can find more information on the 
report and the article by viewing the 
magazine’s official web page at  
www.nationalgeographic.com.

Ekaterina Ustinenko
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Wanderlust magazine:   Uzbekistan’s 
huge Soviet-era capital, Tashkent, 
is worth a day or two of your time, 
if only to visit its museums and to 
glimpse the world’s oldest edition of 
the Koran. From here, it’s easy to take 
the express train (around two hours) 
to the more architecturally impressive 
Samarkand, a city of luminous blue 
domes that has come to epitomise the 
exoticism of the Silk Road. 

Stay a couple of days to soak up the 
breath-taking Registan Square, the 

stunning blue tilework of the Shahi- 
Zinda necropolis and the tomb of 
the 15th century warlord, Tamerlane, 
who did more than anyone to shape 
the face of the city. A couple of hours 
away by rail lies Bukhara, a town 
that is worthy of longer exploration. 
Make sure to set aside three full days 
to wander the fortress of the emir 
and take in the aerial view of the 
picturesque old town from the top of 
the Kalon Minaret.

The old trading halls here are the best 
place to do your own bit of Silk Road 
trading for a Bukhara-style silk carpet 
or Uzbek-style suzane embroidery. 
From here, you can take flights back 
to Tashkent from nearby Urgench 
(1.5 hours), but if you have time, you 
should try going to the seldom-visited 
Turkmenistan, though it’s worth 
noting that UK citizens can only 
enter as part of a tour group led by a 
licensed guide. 

All materials are available on the official 
web page of Wanderlust magazine: 
www.wanderlust.co.uk.
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ROAD
TWO WAYS

Back in November 1993, Uzbekistan’s First President, 
Islam Karimov, visited the United Kingdom, giving a 
powerful early stimulus to our relations. Four bilateral 

agreements were signed during this visit; together with three 
documents signed earlier in Tashkent by Douglas Hurd, the 
British Foreign Secretary at the time, these agreements 
created the legal foundation for our bilateral cooperation.

Following that, in November of 1996, His Royal Highness 
Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, paid the first British Royal 
Visit to Uzbekistan. Amongst other things, he opened the 
Embassy, where we still work today. Subsequent high-level 
visits followed from both sides, which boosted our bilateral 
relations across many spheres – from political and defence, 
to trade, investment, and education. 

We were pleased that Sir Alan Duncan, the British Minister 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, was the 
first foreign dignitary to congratulate President Mirziyoev 
on his inauguration December 2016. We have followed up 
on that visit by committing our support to the President’s 
reform plans, through programmes worth over a million 
pounds, providing support to reforms on anti-corruption, 
transparency, human rights and more.

We believe that Uzbekistan’s drive to improve the business 
environment, defeat corruption and attract foreign 
investment, is an important and extremely positive endeavour.

The significant changes that the government has made to its 
relationship with ordinary people here, through online portals 
and other feedback mechanisms, are also having an impact.

Our trading relations are also strengthening, with trade 
figures having increased substantially last year, and a very 
visible increase in the number of British entrepreneurs 
visiting Uzbekistan, seeking export and investment 
opportunities. Within the last month, we have seen trade 
delegations in the mining and oil and gas sectors. UK Export 
Finance is ready to provide hundreds of millions of pounds in 
credit to UK companies entering the Uzbek market.

In May 2017, MINEX Uzbekistan, a Mining Trade and 
Investment seminar, was organised in Tashkent for the first 
time, with the support of the State Committee on Geology 
and Mineral Resources of Uzbekistan, the Embassy of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan in the United Kingdom, and the 
Embassy of the United Kingdom in the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

The year 2018 marked the 26th anniversary since 
diplomatic relations were established between the United 

Kingdom and Uzbekistan. Our current relations with 
Uzbekistan are going through a very positive period.

Christopher Allan, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Uzbekistan
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The timing of the MINEX Seminar coincided perfectly with the 
Government’s recent initiatives to widen cooperation with the 
private sector, to modernise state-owned mining enterprises, 
and to provide foreign investors with the opportunity to 
develop new, strategic metals deposits of gold, rare earth 
metals, uranium, coal, and potassium.

According to trade statistics published by the Uzbek Ministry 
of Foreign Trade, UK-Uzbek trade turnover has amounted 
to 151 million US dollars, which is a 43% increase on the 
previous year’s figures. Exports to the UK from Uzbekistan 
include ferrous metals and cotton. Leading imports from the 
UK include services, machinery and equipment, chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, and consumer goods.

Some of the successful UK companies operating in Uzbekistan 
are involved in:

• financial and legal services: Baker Tilly Uzbekistan, Ernst 
and Young, Grant Thornton, Dentons, PwC;

• education: University of Westminster, the British School 
of Tashkent, Language Link, MacMillan;

• Inspection and Engineering: Wakefield, Intertek, and 
Worley Parsons.

And other famous brands such as ITE, GlaxoSmithkline and 
Carlsberg. 

 UzbekInvest and Uzbek Airways are among the Uzbek 
companies operating in the UK.

Finally, our links to education and culture are strengthening 
every day, with the very able support of the British Council. 
In December, a major exhibition of British Contemporary Art 
visited Tashkent, while UK universities are expanding their 
partnerships in Uzbekistan.

Thanks to this, there is much to be proud of with regards 
to this part of the relationship between our countries – and 
much to look forward to over the next 25 years.

 In conclusion, I would like to highlight that the United 
Kingdom welcomes Uzbekistan’s ambitious plans for 
reforms. We believe that Uzbekistan has a great future, and 
we are investing in it. As a major donor to the World Bank, 
the Asian Development Bank and contributor to European 
Union development finance, the UK provides many millions 
of dollars towards grants and concessional loans for 
development in Uzbekistan every year. I am pleased that 
over the course of last year we were able to add to this, with 
more dedicated local programmes working with Uzbekistan, 
in areas such as governance, anti-corruption and economic 
and regional development. With all of this, in addition to 
trade now growing, expansions being witnessed concerning 
cooperation on security, and thriving educational links, I 
believe there is a lot to celebrate on this 25th anniversary.
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365 DAYS OF SUN

Uzbekistan’s cuisine is famous far beyond its borders for its 
variety and uncommon taste. Each region of the country 

contains the secrets of completely different dishes. It is now 
possible to look at the national cuisine from another view 
and to feel the complete depth of Uzbek hospitality, by the 

unique edition of ‘365 Days of Sun’.

The book ‘365 Days of Sun’ covers the masterpieces of
Uzbek cuisine from all regions of the country and is 

a true gastronomic guide for guests to the Republic. It 
includes more than 200 pictures of over fifty dishes. The 
book also presents the oldest legends and stories of Uzbek 
cuisine, and acquaintances with real heroes who dedicated 
their life to cooking.

The presentation of the book took place on May 17th  
2017 within the line up of the cultural programme of the 
international exhibition ‘Global Oil Uzbekistan’. The book 
was prepared by the creative team of the publishing house 
Dinara & Co, with the support of NHC ‘Uzbekneftegaz’ and 
the international exhibition company ITE. ‘365 Days of Sun’ 
was presented in Russian and English; the Uzbek version 
is now ready for printing, while translation into other 
languages is currently in process. 

The author of the book, brand-chef Bakhriddin Chustiy and 
food photographer Andrey Arakelyan, spent six months 
traveling around the country in pursuit of unique national 
recipes in order to reveal the full potential of gastronomic 
tourism in Uzbekistan. Not without reason, Bakhriddin 
Chustiy is called the ‘Uzbek Jamie Oliver’ – he has visited 
every part of Uzbekistan and revived dozens of recipes. 
He has worked in premium restaurants in Turkey, Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Estonia. Bakhriddin Chustiy is also incredibly 
ambitious – he intends to break the Guinness record by 
making the biggest pilaf in the history of mankind. 

‘We tried to present something that is totally different from 
everything that has already been said and showed by various 
authors. Perhaps, something can seem not so noticeable 
at first sight, but if you look closely, you fall in love forever,’ 
says Bakhriddin Chustiy.

Aziza Pulatova
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It is important to note that the photos in the book are 
distinguished by their high conceptuality and non-standard 
approach, by the unexpected foreshortenings of food 
and nature, by people and traditions, atmosphere and 
details. All these were able to be achieved through the 
efforts of the well-known photographer, Andrey Arakelyan. 
He has experience in working with the country’s most 
famous brands, including the largest national producer of 
equipment and gadgets, Artel, as well as luxury-restaurants 
Multimafe, Mona, 1991 and ‘Pashtet’. 

The book is so impressive that you could work up an 
appetite for it! And the presentation’s organisers took this 
into account. While the audience was observing the first 
copies of the book with curiosity, several cooks led by 
Bakhriddin Chustiy were already preparing a celebratory 
dinner in honour of the books’ presentation. 

The brand-chef and his team cooked 25 different dishes. The 
show was called ‘Miracle from Tandyr’. All those who were 
near the ‘UzbekExpoCentre’ came running to try the dishes. 
For hours, they had been able to smell numerous delicious 
flavours coming from the building. 

Preview and order at www.365days.dinara.co
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TASHKENT JIZZAKH

You can find more than 17 kinds of pilaf in 
Tashkent. The recipes among them vary by their 

usage of different types of meat, berries, rice and 
even fruits! Rest assured, all kinds of pilaf will 

impress you.

 Jizzakh somsa can weigh over 500g! Just for 
the record, this type of somsa is regarded as the 
most delicious not only in Uzbekistan, but also 

beyond the country’s borders. 

A JOURNEY FOR
HEDONISTS
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FERGANA

Kazan kabob is cooked in 10 regions, in addition 
to Fergana, where it is most highly renowned. And 

the recipes in every region are all different! 

ANDIJAN

Andijan will delight you with appetising lagman. 
Its noodle strips can grow to nearly 600 meters 

before boiling!

Uzbekistan is definitely worth visiting for its majestic history 
and famous places. But… having just a historical tour isn’t 

enough for a complete journey. Our cuisine guide will help you 
dive into the food culture of Uzbekistan’s regions and discover 

its extraordinary facts.
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NAMANGAN SAMARKAND

If you visit Namangan, do not miss the chance 
to taste soup in a bottle- shorva. Amazingly, this 

dish can be kept under heat for a whole day.

In case you get tired of traditional tableware, 
Uzbekistan will be happy to surprise you with the 
opportunity to taste boiled chickpeas with meat 
served on Samarkand bread, instead of a plate!
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BUKHARA

There are more than 80 kinds of pilaf recipes in 
Uzbekistan, but Bukhara’s pilaf oshi sufi stands 
out from the rest. Oshi sufi is boiled at first and 

only then cooked in a copper pan known as a kazan. 

NAVOI

Dolma, beloved for its tasty meat and 
rice filling, can be found in Navoi… 

without any meat at all!
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KASHKADARYA SURKHANDARYA

In the Kashkadarya region you can enjoy 
Chiyali yakhna, a delicacy made of 

pressed meat. A handy fact to know: it 
is cooked only in one place – Chiyali 

bazaar, near Shakhrisabz

Surkhandarya is bursting with secrets… 
and one of them is a recipe more than a 
100 years old-chupancha, made from 

roast lamb.
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KHOREZM KARAKALPAKSTAN

The cuisine in Khorezm is famous not 
only for its unique taste, but also for the 

dedicated work of the cooks. Ijjon, tar-tar 
made of meat, is chopped by axe and knife 

for several hours nonstop.

People in Karakalpakstan have a 
creative approach to cooking beshbarmak. 

In addition to meat, they often add 
vegetables.
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from Her majesty

Words of appraisal 

In 2016, a unique, high-end book “10 reasons to visit 
Uzbekistan”, was published and made its long journey 

from Uzbekistan to Buckingham palace. The photo book 
made its way to the hands of Elizabeth II and Her majesty 
admired efforts made by authors to promote Uzbekistan, its 
authentic traditions and picturesque nature. A 304-paged 
book marked the finish line of a task that had started 15 
years before, back when the famous photographer Ernest 
Kurtveliev had started to collect photos of Uzbekistan. The 
luxurious book aims to promote the image of Uzbekistan 
abroad and casts light on places, facts, and traditions known 
to very few tourists.

My dream is to visit Uzbekistan. I really 
liked the photography and the book itself. 
It virtually tempts one into embarking 
on an adventure to the Eastern Fairy 
tale.

MARCO SANGUEZ 
Photographer

Mansur Rasulev
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The book looks very nice: very good pics 
and design, interesting content. I wish 
further success on your future.

JACOPO DETTONI  
Deputy of the Chief Editor  

at fDi magazine

The authors of the book have met with many words of 
appraisal and enrapture. However, the letter received long 
after the send date delighted not only those who contributed 
to this piece of work, but many other citizens of Uzbekistan. 
Numerous newsletters and websites, both in Uzbekistan 
and abroad, festively announced that Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II had read the book about Uzbekistan and admired 
the work. “We did not expect in response to our gift to get 
such a warm reply, delivered by Royal Mail. By submitting 
the book to Buckingham Palace, we wanted to take another 
step on the road to promote the image of Uzbekistan and 
its culture abroad. We are very pleased that Her Majesty 
The Queen and thousands of British readers saw the truly 
magnificent, mysterious and incredibly attractive Uzbekistan. 
We are ready to do our best and will continue to work in this 
direction in order to more people to rediscover Uzbekistan 
and see it from a totally different light.” – said creators of the 
book.

The book has conquered the hearts of people not only in 
the UK and Uzbekistan, but also in Frankfurt, where it was 
presented at the World Book Fair. Moreover, the stylish 
photobook can be found amongst the shelves of Daunt Books 
in London and Neues Deutschland in Berlin.
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must see,
must Do

mind-bloWing experiences in TashkenT

The chances are you’ve come to Uzbekistan in search of a 
walk across its historical monuments or because you’re on 
the hunt for a taste of its national cuisine. But what if we 

told you that there’s more to Uzbekistan than guided strolls 
and jaw-dropping degustation? Here’s a short list of things 

you should definitely try while in Tashkent.

Soar over Charvak’s 
mesmerising waters 

Those in need of an adrenaline 
rush can take an hour’s drive out 
into Tashkent’s suburbs, rent a 
paraglider and strap in for a breath-
taking aerial voyage over Charvak’s 
mountains.

Madina Ruzmatova
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Cook alongside celebrated 
chefs

If a spoonful of pilaf was enough to 
capture your heart, make sure you 
seal your affection by cooking the 
dish on your own, at a special master 
class. Bakhriddin Chustiy, the famous 
brand leader of Chustiy’s Cuisine 
and Oshxona.uz, will take you on a 
captivating journey into the world of 
Uzbek cuisine.

Craft memories in a dynastic 
pottery workshop 

The Rakhimovs, a well-known family 
of craftsmen running their own Pottery 
School, have their arms spread wide 
open for all guests. Alisher Rakhimov, 
head of the school and a son to its 
dynastic traditions, has mastered 
English and gone on to become an avid 
storyteller about all things ceramic. 
Housing a collection of century-
old exhibits made by the family’s 
forefathers, the Rakhimovs’ gallery 
offers all visitors a chance to try their 
hands at the ancient craft.

Make your own suzane

You can take a shot — or a stitch — at 
this trade all across Tashkent. From 
the Art Box shop near the Khazrati 
Imam complex, to the complex itself, 
to the Applied Arts Museum and to 
the Craftsmen Building beside the 
Parliament — the opportunities are 
scattered all over the city. For a more 
genuine feel of the craft, drop in on 
workshops and showrooms, although 
these are somewhat removed from 
tourist routes.
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Uzbek 
Suzane 

Treasure hunT
You may know those beautifully 

embroidered garments known as 
suzane, but you may have missed the 
location of their origin. Central Asian 
countries, especially Uzbekistan, are the 
place where suzane, this specific needle 
work, was born.

Traditionally, it is a cotton or silk fabric 
base named ‘adras’, embroidered in silk 
or cotton thread. It was made by Uzbek 
brides as part of their dowry, and could 
be found in every house, hanging on 
the wall as a panel. As such, it is a really 
good idea to get your own piece and take 
it home as a memento of this colourful 
land! Of course, if you are somewhere in 
Bukhara, you will not have any problems 
finding it– you will see hundreds of 
souvenir shops along your way and can 
choose whatever you like. Tashkent, 
however, is completely different; there 
you have to go and hunt for your treasure!

Chorsu Bazaar. “The old city” is another 
name for this destination. This is the 
biggest and oldest market in the city, 
which can offer you whatever you desire: 
freshly baked bread, juicy seasonal fruits 
or various crafted art. The bazaar is quite 
well organised and divided into parts, so 
if you are after suzane ,you have to find 
‘Chapan Bazaar’, where all the souvenirs, 
national clothing, ceramics and other 
handmade stuff are being sold. You will 
definitely have an authentic experience 
with locals, some language difficulties 
and embark on the adventure of finding 
out your own truths. A shopper will 
surely try to sell you every needled item 
as a piece of the highest art and charge 
you the most for it. However! If you are 
ready to play this game and practise your 

“bargaining skills” you may get some really 
nice suzane from Bukhara, Nurota or 
Samarqand for the best price in the city!

Chorsu station, Chapan Bazar 
LoCation: Beruniy street

Matlyuba Musaeva
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AUTOGRAPH is a gallery of modern art in 
Uzbekistan, located in the centre of Tashkent City, 
close to the Alisher Navoi State Academic Bolshoi 
Theatre. In the AUTOGRAPH art gallery, you can 
buy original artworks such as paintings, jewellery, 
modern art, original gifts, interior design items 
and others things. In addition, the main focus, 
exclusive suzane pieces, is well represented there.

art BoX  
LoCation: 103, zarqaynar 
street, near hazrati imam 
CompLeX

madina KasimBaeva 
showroom LoCation: 103, 
zarqaynar street, near 
hazrati imam CompLeX

autoGraph  
LoCation:  1 atatyurK 
street, miraBad disCtriCt, 
tashKent City

This multi-brand store is full of the finest local 
art and handmade textiles, ceramics, clothing 
etc. You can find all varieties of suzane from 
different parts of the country: shop assistants 
will explain to you all the differences in good 
English.

The prices are fixed and may be higher than 
in bazaars, but the service and comfort you 
receive is totally worth it.

Madina Kasimbaeva is an acclaimed artist 
of embroidery and is famous for her 
extraordinary contribution to Uzbek applied 
art traditions. In fact, she is responsible for 
restoring the Tashkent suzane technique, 
which was almost lost by the 19th century. 
You can find suzanes on the walls, pillowcases, 
chapans, shoes, bags and more.
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Samarkand 

This mosque was named 
after the beloved wife of 

Amir Temur. It is a definite 
must-see on your travel 

itinerary. And we identify 
it slightly differently than 

Google.

bibikhonim
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The first stone of the mosque 
was laid on the 4th day of the 
month of Ramadan in the year 

801 AH, 1399 on the modern 
calendar. 

The construction of the 
mosque was realised by 200 
architects from Azerbaijan, 

Persia, Hindustan and other 
countries. More than 500 of 
the best craftsmen worked 

hard over the complex 
«Bibikhonim». 

Up to 10 000 people could pray 
in the mosque at the same 

time. Bibikhonim was the main 
cathedral mosque of Samarkand 

for a long time.

By order of Tamerlane, the 
mosque near the Siab bazaar 
was supposed to be the most 

grandiose and majestic. We also 
know from the chronicles that 
the huge entrance portal was 

rebuilt twice. 

LeGend

there is a numBer of LeGends aBout the mosque. one of them is aBout the 
BeLoved first wife of tamerLane – saray muLK-Khanim. the arChiteCt, who 
Led the ConstruCtion of the mosque, feLL in Love with the BeautifuL queen and 
deLayed CompLetion of the worK. when the queen demanded that the arChiteCt 
hurry, he made her one Condition: the mosque wouLd Be ready on time, if she 
wouLd aLLow him to Kiss her. then, the queen offered that he Choose any of 
tamerLane’s ConCuBines, as there was no differenCe Between them in Beauty. 
the arChiteCt did not aGree with her. the queen tried to persuade him, showinG 
the appLe tree with the same fruits. however, the arChiteCt Gave her another 
eXampLe with 2 GLasses, one with water, another with 
wine. “Both water and wine are 
Liquids, But water Cannot intoXiCate 
me LiKe wine”…

Fact #1 

Fact #2 

Fact #3 

Fact #4 



THE STOry Of 
A jOurNEy

Uzbekistan is always happy to meet visitors. Be it as a 
tourist, a business person, a photographer, a journalist, 

a chief, or just an ordinary person - in every corner of this 
country you are going to be the dearest guest. 

“Your country is incredible! People are very friendly and warm! 
We will definitely be back – so much left to see!” These were 
the words of the Latvian colleagues: Ilze Lasmane-Brože, 
Mārtiņš Sirmais, Janis Kesans and Matīss Spaile - journalists 
who came here to make a gastronomic TV show. 

Moreover, despite the fact that it was the end of the 
tourist season, the creative team still managed to capture 
unforgettable, colourful pictures for the show.

 Rishtan, Margilan, Fergana, Samarkand, Bukhara and 
Tashkent. “Visit Uzbekistan” is telling you the story of a 
journey.
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“iConiC food” is a very famous tv 

show, teLLinG Latvian peopLe aBout 

the most impressive GastronomiC

wonders from aLL over the worLd. 

the show has Been fiLmed in more 

than 30 Countries!

the Creative team has fiLmed not onLy famous piLaf, shish KeBaB, 

steamed dumpLinGs-manti, and BaKed puff pastries –samsa; But it has 

aLso Captured CuLturaL events, traditions, weddinGs, marGiLani siLK, 

riCe harvestinG, arChiteCturaL and historiCaL monuments and muCh, 

muCh more.
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Yunus Rajabi
Юнус Раджаби

Kosmonavtlar
Косманавтлар

Ming Urik
Минг Урик

Dustlik
Дустлик

Milliy bog
Миллий бог

Mirzo Ulugbek
Мирзо Улугбек

Alisher Navoi
Алишер Навои

Chorsu
Чорсу

Buyuk Ipak Yoli
Буйук Ипак ЙулиMinor

Минор

Amir Temur
Амир Темур

Tashkent
Ташкент

Mashinasozlar
Машинасозлар

Oybek
Ойбек

Pakhtakor
Пахтакор

Bunyodkor
Бунёдкор

Uzbekistan
Узбекистан

Novza
Новза

Hamid Olimjana
Хамид Олимжан

Mustakillik maydoni
Мустакиллик майдони

Abdulla Kodiriy
Абдулла Кодирий Pushkin

Пушкин

Bobur
Бобур

Tukimachi
Тукимачи

Usmon Nosir
Усмон Носир

Janubiy
Жанубий

Bodomzor
Бодомзор

Shahristan
Шахристан

Gafur Gulyam
Гафур Гулям

Tinchlik
Тинчлик

Beruni

Uzbekistanskaya

Беруни

Узбекистанская

Chilanzar
Чиланзар

Olmazor
Олмазор

2

1

3

1

1

2

Fayzulla Hodjaev
Файзулла Ходжаев

Yunusabad
Юнусабад

Turkiston
Туркистон

3

Chilanzarskaya
Чиланзарская

2

Yunusabadskaya
Юнусабадская

3

Yunusabadskaya
Проектируемая

Yunusabadskaya
Строящаяся

UNDERGROUND 
ATTRACTION

The construction of Tashkent Metro, the first underground in 
Central Asia, started in 1966. The first metro station was opened 
after a decade, which connected Chilanzar with the city centre. 
Each station has a unique architectural design. Based on their 

names, stations are decorated in an imitative style.
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«Bodomzor» 
Located next to the Republican 
trade and exhibition complex 
«Uzexpocentre» (former 
ENEA) and «Tashkentland» 
(former «Victory» park) on 
the Yunusabad line, between 
the stations «Shahristan» and 
«Minor». The transfer station 
name sounds like «almond 
grove,» therefore the stylized 
image of almonds dominates the 
internal design of the station. 
The station itself is a huge 
vaulted palace with a rounded 
shape.

«Alisher 
Navoi» 

The interior of «Alisher 
Navoi» station is decorated 

with ornament works by 
artists Muhamadzhonov R. and 
Rakhimov A. Here you can also 
see panels installed by Charles 

Akhmarov and Kayumov I. 
from Navoi’s Hamsa.
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Oriental express,
samarkand sunseT and vegeTarian pilaf

A couple from the UK, who 
managed to visit Uzbekistan’s 

historical cities and had a 
chance to see the country from 
various aspects of its culture, 
customs and cuisine. A full 

immersion into the authentic 
atmosphere left the guests of 

the ‘Pearl of Asia’ with colourful 
emotions. Here are some of the 

highlights of their trip

QUINN RUNKLE

When did you visit uzbekistan? Which 
cities impressed you most?

I visited Uzbekistan for both work and 
leisure in January 2017. I spent a week 
in Tashkent but this was preceded by 
a trip around the country, spending 
two days in Bukhara, two days in 
Samarkand, and two days in Khiva. 

The entire trip was brilliant but our 
favourite, if I had to choose, that 
would probably be Samarkand. 

can you share the highlights of your 
stay in samarkand?

We spent our days in Samarkand 
wandering around the winding streets, 
taking it all in. The Registan at sunset 
was absolutely breath-taking and our 

visit to the Shah-i-Zinda stands out as 
a highlight of our entire trip.

What Were your gastronomic 
impressions? What did you taste?

Being vegetarian, some meals were a 
challenge in Uzbekistan! My favourite 
meals were made up of the fresh fruits 
and vegetables, cheeses and yogurts, 
and nuts which we picked up from 
the markets. The Korean-influenced 
range of salads were delicious and, 
coupled with fresh cheese and bread, 
this made up many of my meals. I was 
glad to get to try the famous national 
dish of pilaf when in Tashkent – an 
Uzbek friend was able to ask for a 
vegetarian version to be made for me. 
It was delicious!

What Was the most exciting experience 
during your stay in uzbekistan?

We travelled entirely by train and 
enjoyed several night trains during 
our trip. This was a really enjoyable 
way to see the country and made for 
some amazing memories. Rolling 
into Bukhara on a foggy, cold, January 
morning and getting off the Soviet-era 
night train with no idea what to expect 
was a feeling I will never forget! We 
were filled with anticipation as we 
got into the back of a car to drive into 
town. Uzbek music was playing loudly 
on the speakers and the sky began to 
lighten as we came into the old town. 
We were absolutely blown away by the 
beauty of the old town and set out to 
explore right away. 
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